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CURIOUS DOMESTIC PETS

Musical Insects and Waltzing Mice
Very Popular In Japanese

Households

Among the many curious domestic
pets of the Japanese are their musical
Insects and waltzing mice

Hung up In the verandas of Japa
nese houses may be seen small exqui-
sitely cut bamboo cages from which
in the hush of dawn and at the close
of summer days proceed quaint little
whistlings tiuklings and trills Usual
ly it Is at evening that the Japanese
sit at their ease to listen to the music
of their imprisoned insects One called
the suzumushi gives out it is said
a kind of trill so delicate and clear as
to sound like un etherealiaed birds
song

One species of Japanese mouse may
be said to waltz through the greater
part of the waking hours of its life
never tiring its feet wear out
in the process This peculiar little
rodent is black and white and
pink eyes Its chief peculiarity is that
at a time when baby mice of other
species are just beginning to move
about this terpsichorean mouse is al-

ready able to waltz
Put together these Japanese danc-

ing mice will waltz in couples and at
times more than two will join in a
mad whirl So rapid is the movement-

of the dancers that it is difficult to
distinguish their heads from their
tails

The Japanese says that waltzing
seems to IK as essential to the happi-
ness of this mouse as midair somer-
saults are to the tumbling pigeon An
upright peg forms a convenient pivot
round which the mouse can whirl but
it is said that without any such guide
they would not in several minutes
cover an area larger than a dinner
plate and they easily spin under a
tumbler New York Herald

AN UNFOUGHT DUEL

The Way the Father of His Country
Avenged a Blow

It is narrated that on one occasion
In his early manhood Washington
came very near the settlement of a
dispute so common in those days by
fighting a duel But as he was the
one who should have issued the chal-

lenge he had the still greater courage
to apologize acid admit that he was in
the wrong

It was in the town of Alexandria
where the young Virginia colonel was
quartered with his troops that an elec-

tion dispute occurred and in the heat
of the party excitement Washington
told a Mr Payne that he lied That
gentleman at once replied with a blow
that knocked the young colonel down
Word having reached the barracks
that their beloved commander had
been killed his soldiers rushed to the
city to avenge him lie met them
however quieted them and they

to their quarters
Mr Payne on receiving a note from

Washington the next morning asking
him to call at his lodgings supposed it
was of course to give the colonel
opportunity to demand satisfaction-
for the blow he had received the day
before Imagine his surprise when
instead of finding pistols or swords
ready for a duel Washington greeted
him with outstretched hand saying-
I believe I was wrong yesterday You

have already had some satisfaction
tnd if you deem that sufficient here
Is my hand Let us be

Ogden in St Nicholas

Catching the Speakers Eye
The practice of catching the speak

ers eye dates back to the session of
1640 when a heated dispute arose be
tween members of the house several
of whom claimed precedence of speech-

It was then decided that whoever first
caught the speakers eye should have
the right to address the house This
rule worked smoothly until 16Si when
Sir John Trevor was elected to the
chair The new speaker was afflicted
with an abominable squint consequent-
ly two members would often catch his
eye simultaneously and decline to give
way to one another To obviate this a
further rule was framed to the effect
that the speaker should call by name
upon the member privileged to address
the house So every holder of the of-

fice has to possess a good memory for
names as well as keen eyesight Lon
don Chronicle
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The Cruel Wolf Spider
One of the most unnatural things in

nature If the expression is allowable
Is the manner in which the young of
the common wolf spider treat their
mother After the little creature has
laid her eggs she envelops them in a
silken covering so as to make a ball
about the size of a pea and this she
carries about with her wherever she
goes and will defend it with her life
When the young are hatched they
climb on her back giving her a mon-

strous appearance and ride about un
til nearly half grown and as soon as
they discover their strength they fall
to and devour their mother

His Last Request
As the doomed man was led to the

scaffold the sheriff asked
Have you any last request to

maker
Yes said the wretch I would

like to have a pair of suspenders-
So they assigned two hangmen to the

lob instead of one Baltimore Sun

Just Like Henry
But why do you cry so Frau

Maier
The sight of Vosuvius reminds me

BO of my poor dear Henry He too
was always smoking Fliegande Blat
ter j

i

t

¬

¬

°

BRIGNOLI IN A RAGE

An Unappreciative Audience and the
Famous Italian Tenors Sym

pathetic Servant

Brignoli the famous Italian tenor
always expected an encore no matter
where or what he sang and if it was
not forthcoming he was off in a rage
instantly In some small town he
sang his favorite song Com e Gentil
a serenade from Donizettis Don Pas
quale with unusual care and walked
off the stage perfectly satisfied paus-
ing at the wings to listen to the ap
plause To his utter amazement there
was not a sound of approbation He
strode into the dressing room mutter
ing that he would not respond to an
encore he would refuse to sing an
other song Still the house remained
silent No he cried to those about
him I refuse to sing again I refuse
to respond to the encore

Barbagelntn who was more clever
than the ordinary servant humbly ap-
proached and said

Signor Brignoli you sang that like
an angel The people could not appre
ciate

The old fellow nearly wept
Barbagelata he exclaimed give

me your hand I did not know you
were such a musician Tagliapietra I
must introduce you to Barbagelata my
servant turning to Tag who stood
near by He is a great musician
went on Brignoli still in a temper

He appreciates my singing more than
all those fools

INSTANT DEATH-

It Is Not So Quick but That the Mind
Has Time to Act

It is questionable if such a phenom
enon as instant death is known to the
scientist and investigator Physicians
and surgeons tell us that death by gun
shot wound is the easiest mode of
terminating life yet rapid as such a
mode of taking off must necessarily be
the body has leisure to feel and time
to reflect and on rare occasions even to

actOn the first attempt of one of the
adherents of the Spanish monarch to
assassinate William prince of Orange
the ball passed through the bones of
his face and brought him to the ground
In the instant which preceded stupe
faction however he was able to frame
the notion that the ceiling of a room
had fallen in and crushed him

Another question in this connection-
is that of probable pain Although nu
merous instances could be cited in
support of the view that the mind acts
In cases of so called instant death it
by no means follows that the infliction
of a fatal blow is attended by the least
semblance of pain or a single pang of
fear or regret Unless death results
immediately however the pain may
be as varied as the nature of the in
juries

Winning a Fur Coat
The artist Hans Canon once paint-

ed a Russian prince in a magnificent
fur mantle which took his fancy so
greatly that he endeavored to hit on a
plan by which he might retain

of it On sending home the por
trait he omitted to return the garment
and to the letter requesting him to do
so he made no reply One day when
looking out of a window he saw the
prince coming toward his house Has-
tily slipping Into the garb Canon sat
down in an armchair near the fire
The prince who had come for his coat
started on seeing Canon groaning and
trembling at the fireside What is
the matter with you he asked Ob
groaned Canon I dont know what it
is but I feel so weak and wretched
and I cannot get warm Two days
ago my brother died of smallpox and-
I am a bit nervous about myself
The artist kept the coat

Diedrich Knickerbocker
It may be that a Dutchman named

Knickerbocker did live in the early
history of New York but if he did
there are no records extant to prove
The truth is the name was created by
Washington Irving who applied it to
all residents of Now York in his time
who happened to be descended from
the early Dutch settlers Irving used
this quaint Dutch character in his

Knickerbocker History of New York
to burlesque the early days of the city
The volume purported to have been
the work of Diedrich Knickerbocker-
and gave an amusing and satirical ac
count of the early Dutch settlers Rec
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ords of the period tell us that the book
bitterly offended their descendants
who never forgave Irving for his fling
at them New York Times

Boiled Oysters
In Social Life In the Reign of Queen

Anne Swift writes to Stella Lord
Masham made me go home with him
to eat boiled oysters and then he
obligingly adds the recipe Take oys
ters wash them is wash
their shells clean then put your oys
ters in an earthen pot with their hol
low side down then put this pot cov
ered into a great kettle of water and
let It boll Your oysters are then boiled
In their own liquor and do not mix
with water

A Leading Question
Mr Wombat
What is it Tommy
When you were a little boy and tel

lers called on your sister did they ever
give you a nickel to go out and play

Kansas City Journal

Changed Color
were the dark horse In

the convention Powell
No I was a blond jackass New

York Press

Knowledge is more than equivalent-
to force Johnson

cleanthat

HowellYou
I werentyou
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American Home Life Insurance
FIFTH q STREETS N W WASHINGTON D C

The

Incorporated Under Act of Congress Approved June 26 1887

CAPITAL and ASSETS over 5000000
V

THE AMERICAN HOME LIFE INSURANCE CO is a real home company organized and incorporated under the laws of the
District of Columbia and has been doing life health and accident insurance business in Washington for nearly twenty years

THE AMERICAN HOME LIFE INSURANCE CO has paid over 7000 claims to holders amounting to over 25000000
THE AMERICAN HOME LIFE INSURANCE CO owns the largest building owned by any insurance company in Washington-

D C and is one of the first companies to comply with the new insurance law
THE AMERICAN HOME LIFE INSURANCE CO issues Policies in FULL BENEFITS and INCONTESTABLE from date

of issue and payable ONE HOUR AFTER DEATH
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THE LEXINGTON HOTEL

A Great Colored Hotel at Last

The colored Americans are to have
an firstclass hotel with
every modern with

barbershop kitchen billiard par
lors office lobby and waiting room
automobile to convey guests to and
from the Union Station etc
bsi i

A Long Felt Want Fulfiled

Nathaniel Ruffin a well known cit
izen is sole

Ever since the foundation of this
government the colored citizens of
this city have been in need of a first
class hotel where families and guests
from other cities may go with im-

punity and with reservation Thou
sands of the best and well known
colored people have visited this city
and do visit it now but they have no
place of diginity to go with their fam
ilies and feel at home Dr Booker-
T Washington about a year ago
made a special plea to the Negro
Business League of this city to see
to it that a hotel be erected for the
accommodation of the colored people
that when he Dr Washington comes
to the city he is compelled to go to
some private home

The Lexington Hotel

has been erected at the southwest
corner of twentyfirst and streets
northwest It is a beautiful three
story edifice to contain every modern

and accommodation for
guest

convenience buf-
fet

L

convenience
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THE LEXINGTON HOTEL

The Front Entrance Will be on L St
The entrance to the Rathskeller will

be on L street or main entrance lead
ing to the basement

The Rathskeller will be fitted up
equal to any in the United States
the L street entrance

The Buffet Cannot be Surpassed

The diningroom which will be large
and commodious with a seating ca
pacity for one hundred and fifty
guests

The barber shop will be managed
by a first class tonsorial artist with
every modern convenience The bil
liard parlor office lobby and waiting
room will be unsurpassed The wait
ing parlor will be on the first floor
handsomely furnished

There Will be ThirtyEight Large
Airy Bed and Nine

There will be at least two private
bath rooms connected with the suite
of rooms on the second and third
floors

The Lexington Will be Conducted on
the Basis of Any Up To Date

First Class Hotel

The banquet hall which is so much
needed in this city for the accom-
modation of first class visitors and
patrons will be one of the features
of hotel The automobile will
run to and from the Union Station to
the hotel for the accomodation of the
guests This has been just what the

needed for a long time for
the Colored Americans who visit
here Whenever a person intends to
visit the city a card to manager
of the hotel will be promptly re
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sponded to and the guest or guests
be driven immediately to the hotel in
the hotels automobile which will
meet any train that comes into the
Union Station or Steamboat wharf

The erection of this hotel in the
city of magnificent distances will be
an honor weli as a benefit to the
colored people Almost any city in the
South has a first class hotel and the
people in Washington have deter
mined not to be behind in meeting the
demands of strangers and visitors

Capital Stock

The company is incorporated with-
a capital stock of fifty thousand dol
lars of this amount the company has
decided to sell fifteen thousand dol
lars of it A greater opportunity has
never been offered the people of this
city who are enterprising and wish a
good investment

The Sqle Manager-

is Mr Nathaniel Ruffin a well known
citizen of Washington who is known
to the president of the United States
to the cabinet officers and other pub
lic men of character and influence
He needs no introduction to the peo
ple because he is prominently con
nected with some of the best strong
est and leading organizations in the
city For honesty and and
influence among his people no better
man could have been selected for the
position of manager The country is
asked to keep its eyes on The Bee for
advertisement and full particulars of
the opening of this new uptodate
hotel and other particulars aa
dress Nathaniel Ruffin the
Lexington Hotel zest and L street
N W D C I
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FRANK HUME INC

Importer and Wholesale Dealer in

GROCERIES AND LIQUORS

454 Pennsylvania

di63t
Washington D C

Telephone Main 3148

ELGIN CREAMERY CO

HEADQUARTERS FOR
Butter Eggs Cheese Coffee and

Tea
220 Ninth Street N W

Washington D C
di63t
Phone North 322QM

Private Dining Rooms

CHEAPER BOARD THAN ANY HOUSE
IN THE CITY FOR THE MONEY

CAFE REEVES

For Ladies and Gentlemen

626 T STREET NORTHWEST
2nd Dood from Howard Theater

Residence 635 T St N W
Washington D C

di6im

H B TERRETT

WHOLESALER AND RETAILER

Fancy Groceries Provisions Fruits
and Vegetables

Telephone Main 3887
950 Louisiana Ave N W

di6it

PRICE LIST

FOR CITY DELIVERY

M COLLINS
Family Liquor Store

Wholesale and Retail

1435 H Street N E
i

Washington D C

Telephone Lincoln 2760

elephone Connection-

C S FAUNCE
454 NEW YORK AVE N W

WOOD COAL AND

Avenues
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